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PREFACE. 


Es plain Sermon which I now - 


\ 1 
9 
AMC 


oy ed to a very large and attentive 
em Auditory, the laſt Lord's Day 


Ry that I ſpent in London, from 


"9 ſuch Hints as my many Engage- 
ments in Town would permit me to prepare; and 
it was delivered, with thoſe genuine Marks of deep 
Inpreſſion on my own Mind, which often do more 
to command Regard to a Preacher, than any 
Accuracies of Compoſition. ' It was judged jo 
ſuitable to the State of Things in that City, by 
ſome who had long enjoyed Opportunities of knows 


ing it much better than ' myſelf, and for whoſe 


Judgment I had a great Regard, that I was im- 
mediately deſired with ſome Importunity to ſend it 
to the Preſs : But I thought I bad then ſufficient 
Reaſons for putting a Negative upon that Re- 
queſt ; eſpecially arifing from my Defire of dif 
patching, with all convenient Speed, the remain- 


ing Volumes of the Family Expoſitor ; @ Work, 
Ef A 2 | which 


HE 8 offer to the. Publick, wwas preach- 


A, * 
* 
— — 


i PREFACE. 
which baving finiſhed in Short- Hand I am now 
tranſcribing — the Preſs, and which I never in- 
termit for one Day. But what has ſo lately 
paſſed in London, has renewed ſuch a ſolicitous 
9 in my Mind for its Inhabitants, among/t 
whom I have ſo large a Number of bn a 
Friends, that it has ſuggeſted to me the Thought, 


and after a little Deliberation the Reſolution, 0 of 


doing that unaſted, which before I had reſolutely 
declined. 

Considering the Lethargick State of jo many 
Souls, I have long thought it the Prudence of 
Chriflian Miniſters, to improve thoſe publick 
Alarms, which remarkable Providences may ex- 
cite in the Minds of conſiderable Numbers, by re- 
newing thoſe plain and earneſt Remenſtrances, 
which in calmer Life Men are ſo ready to neg- 
left. I doubt not, but whilſt I was Yeſterday 
repreſenting theſe Things fo my own Congregation, 
that many of my Brethren in the City (and 7 
book on all the Miniſters of Chriſt as my Brethren,) 
were 1iſely availing themſelves of the Conſter- 
nation into which ſo many were thrown on Thurſ- 
day Morning; and that wery. ſuitable Things 
Tere | ſaid, of awhich fome will ſcon be made pub- 


lick. Tet I cannot but hope, that the Peruſal of 


what fo many Hundreds heard, before an Earth- 
quake was thought of by them or by me, and 
when there was nothing uncommen to awaken an 
Attention, may have its peculiar Weight, - I 

hope, it will renew the Impreſſions which were 
formerly made on the Hearers, and communicate 


* ſuch Triiths are now * evidently ſuitable,) the 
2 | like 


* 


P 
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like Impreſſions to many more. I know not, | 


that I have myſelf been more awfully affetted 


with any Sermon I have publiſhed or preached : 1 


may ſay in a literal Senſe, that I have tran- 
ſcribed it with Tears and Trembling, and that 


Horror hath taken hold upon me (a) in the 


Review of what is here reprejented. I am not 


aware of having made any material Alteration 
in the Subſtance of the Diſcourſe, eſpecially in its 
moſt intereſting Parts; though I cannot pretend 
to anſwer for it, that every Sentence is juſt as it 
was delivered. But I hope that I ſhall be ex- 
cuſed, if in the Remainder f this Preface, T 
add a kind of Supplement to the Sermon, and ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the Inhabitants of London, (for 
whom I am under ſo many Obligations to be ten- 
derly concerned.) in ſuch a Manner as T might 
have done, had this Diſcourſe been delivered a- 
mong them immediately after that Shock, by 
which I aſſuredly know that many were thrown 
into ſuch great and juſt Conſternatton. 


You have now, Sirs, very lately had repeated 
and ſurpriſing Demonſtrations of the Almighty 
Power of that Infinite and adorable Being, whom, 
in the midſt of your various Hurries and Amuſe- 
ments, you are ſo ready to forget. His Hand 
hath once and again within theſe five Weeks lifted 
up your mighty City from its Baſis, and ſhook its 
Million of Inhabitants in all their Dwellings. 
The Palaces of the Great, yea even of the Grea- 
teft, have not been exempted ; that the Princes of 

RR 


(a) Pal, cxix. 53. 
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the Land. might be wiſe, and its Judges and 


Lewygivers ke receive non (6). And 
is not the Voice of this Earthquake, ile that 
e the Angel in the pom me. flying in the 
midſt of Heaven, and having the Everlaſting 
Goſpel, ſaying with a loud Voice, Fear GOD. 
and give Glory to him, and worſhip: him chat 

| made. Heaven and. Earth (e)! Who would net 
 #ndeed fear Him, who looketh on the Earth, 
and it trembleth (4), and in whoſe Hand are its 
ns 4 Places (e)! 

I ſuppoſe what you have fo lately felt to be the 
Refult- of natural Cauſes ; but remember, they 
were Cauſes diſpoſed by Him, who from the Day 
in which be founded our and, and laid the 
On f. the Earth, knew every Circum- 
Bance of their Operation, with infinitely more 
Certainty, than the moſt ſeilful Engineer the 
| Diſpofition and Succeſs 75 a Mine, which be 
bath prepared and directed, and which be fires in 
- the appointed Moment. And do not your Hearts 
meditate Terror (F)! Efpectally when you con- 

Jer, how much. London hath done, and even 
yourſelves have done, to provole the Eyes 
of bit E Holineſs, and. awaken the V. engeance / 


the third be yet more dreadful tban the ſecond ? 
So that this laſt may ſeem as 4 merciful Signal 
to prepare——for what may with the moſt ter- 


3 rible e a pled: an © ens Grave in- 


bs a 25.1 Os 


05 Pia. M6 30- (c) Rev. xiv. FLEE 7. | (4) Pfal. 


Civ. . (% Plal, 0. (f) la. . 18. 


bis. Almighty Arm? . The ſecond Shock was 
n "if ſeems more dreadful than the firſt ; and may not 


| þ 


| 
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deed ; a Grave that ſhall receive the Living with 
the Dead ! Have you never read of Streets, and 
Towns, and Cities overthrown in a few Me. 
ments, and of many Thouſands of Inhabitants 
great and ſmall, who have gone down alive in- 
to the Pit? And can you be ſecure, becauſe theſe 
horrible Devaſtations have hitherto bappened chiefly 


in more Southern Climates, that they ſhall be con- 
fined entirely to them? Can am of you be ſecure, + | 


even while you are reading theſe Lines, that the 
Ground may not tremble. and reel under yo; Mur 
the. Houſes already twice ſhaken witbin theſe fe 
Weeks, may not even now fall and cruſh you beneath 
their Ruins? And will any of you go on to forget 


GOD, and to mate light of that Bternal Saloas © 


ti on which has ſo awful a Counterpart in Eter- 


na / Deſtruftion ?* Oh, think of © what you have * * 


lately felt! And think, - whether in that ama- 


. Sing Moment you could have done any Wing 
material to prepare for angther World, if Etrr- 

nity bad depended upon that momentary Prepara. 
tion A Shriek of wild Confternation, a Cry as . + 


you were ſinking, —the Lord have Mercy upon 
us! — would probably have - been of very little 


j Sigmficancy to thoſe, that bave ſo long deſpiſed ... __ 
Mercy, and would not have thought of aſting it 


but in the laſt Extremity : Aud yet nothing more 
could have been expected, in the Cireumſtance we 


have been [1 g. S | | Fi. 
Lu me-then beſeech thoſe that 'have negleffed 
| Religion, to think more attentively of it; an] 


. thoſe that trifle in it, more ſeriouſly to lay it to - 
Heart, Let me biſeech the Families that call 


. 


** 
4 


— 


LE 
7 
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not upon G OD's Name, to think how righteouſly. 
Judgment might be commiſſioned to enter the. 
Houſes, where Prayer cannot, (after all the Im- 
purtunity ſo often uſed,) be admitted as a Gueſ.. 
Abile yet you ſeem as it were to feel your whole 
Gity moving, let me take jo uncommon an Oppor-. 
tunity of reminding you all, how, important it is 
10 ſecure a Kingdom that cannot be moved, 
zo ſecure everlaſting Habitations 7o receive you 
there, fince your Dwellings. here, how ftrong 
and\nagnificent foever, are thus evidently preca- 
rious. I am well aware, that Terrors alone 
are not ſufficient to introduce , the Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, and the Efficacy of his Goſpel, into your 
Hearts: But like the awful Miniſtry f John 
the Baptiſt, they may prepare his Way. 
external Reformation they may more probably pro- 
duce ; and whatever ſome may have incautiouſly 
erted to the contrary, I cannct but think, that 
is one conſiderable Step towards the other, Jf 
therefore this alarming Convulſion of "the Earth, 
ich bas made your Hoiſes totter, may ſo ' far 
ſhake your Hearts, as to procure a Remedy to 
the moſt crying Evuili, I ſhall hope, not only that 
the farther Judgments of GOD on jo. 25 4 
Nation may be diverted, but that many who have 
been diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, may. 
be: found in the nobleſt and moſt important Senſe a. 
People prepared unto the Lord (g). We may. 
8 thearfully hope it, 1 'the Great will exert 
tlemſelves to remedy the viſible Contempt of pub. 
lick 92 —— 7 n the e at 10. 
07... 


6 Luke i i. 17. 


91 
* «a >a 726 
. » "+ 
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lation of the Sabbath bath at Home and Abroad, 
and that Licentiouſneſs of Behaviour ſo common 
among their Servants, which generally. renders 
thoſe profiigate Creatures the Shame of their Ma- 
fters Houſes, the Nuſance of the Neighbourhood 
around them, and the Scourge and Ruin of the 
Families they afterwards form; — , Magiſtrates 
maintain the Decorum of their own Charaters, 
and vigorouſly exert themſelves to chaſtiſe, and ſo 
far as the firenuous Execution of the Law may 
effect it, to eradicate thoſe audacious Enormities, 
which ſeem to glory in a Superiority to it; Enor- 
mities ſo affronting to GO D and to our Rulers, ſo 
infamous to our Country, and ſo pernicious to 
publick Order and private Safety ;»—— F Mini- 
ſters laying aſide thoſe ſubtil Trifles, which ſo 
foon evaporate into Air, and ſometimes generate 
very noxious Vapours, will deal plainly and ear- 
neſtly with their Hearers, as with Perſons who 
are daily upon the Borders of Eternity, and will 
carry that ardent Concern for their Salvation, 
which ſhould akways breathe from their Pulpits, 
into the Families they vijit;——Tf the riſing 
Generation be diligently inſtructed in the genuine 
Principles of Religion, guarded again the Ehe- 
minacy, Luxury, and Vanity of the Age, and 
enured from their tender Years to Habits of 
Frugality, Sobriety, and Induſtry; —— In 4 
Word, if that eager Reſort to Places of publick 
Entertainment, in which ſo many Heads of Fa- 
milies are ſhamefully conſuming their Time, 
ſquandering away their Subſtance, (if it be in- 
deed theirs,) and daily 3 their Diſincli- 

S nation 


i mation to Buſineſs, and Servitude to Pleaſure, 
be 3 by n be forbidden to their 


Would Men be perſuaded to live like * 

| Creatures, we ſhould be encouraged in our Hope 
of tbeir becoming ſincere Chriſtians: Would 
they EA the Rules of Prudence and Virtue, 
ogainſi Religion would fall off like wwi- 
thered — Remonſtrances in it Favour would 
be beard with Attention, and our Winter would 
ſoon be changed into a deli ghbtful Spring. It is 


crieth' to the City (), by theſe repeated Earth- 


the Seund of which bar been fo terrible : For 


Diſtemper that continues to rage among our 
Cattle; in Cænſeguence of which ſo many Paſ- 
tures are deſolate, ſo many induſtrious Families o 

the Poor ruined, and the Rich themſelves greatly 
diſtreſſed, while their Eſtates are thrown unten- 


holders in ſome of the breeding Counties, know 
not where to get Beaſts for tleir Money to flock 
them. For theſe Purpoſes indeed, -doth the Voice 
of the Lord in each of theſe Diſpenſations cry 
to us all; for neither is the City unconcerned in 
the Interefts of the Country, nor the Country in 
thoſe of the City : The Man of Wiſdom will 
bear it; the Man true Piety and Benevolence 


1 


4 _ 


vol (b) Mek vi 9. 


for this Purpoſe, that the Voice of the Lord 
quakes wich 2 fo peculiarly "_ it, and 


tbis doth it cry to the Country, in the grievous _ 


anted upon their Hands; and confiderable Land- 


will be willing in bis proper N fo echo it 


PREFACE. xi 
The Connections in which Providence has placed 
me, and (I would mention it with all bumble 
Thankfulneſs,) the unexpefted Bleſſing with 
which G OD has been pleaſed to crown ſome of my 
Writings, have led me to think it my Duty to 
concur with my Brethren in this Attempt, and 
to haſten what little 1 could doin it as much as poſ- 
able. It may be, that this Commotion of the Wa- 
ters may bring ſome Draught under the Net of the 
Goſpel : I jeems at leaſt a Time for the Fiſhers 
of Men to be active; and if in a Day of ſuch 
general Inſenſibility, peradventure one Soul may 
becaught by this Labour of a Night, (as it is very 
little more,) I ſhall not efteem it a ſmall Matter; 
for no everlaſting Intereſt is ſmall. My Work 
at laſt is with the Lord, to whom I truſt my 
Motiues are approved; and my Mind could not 
have been eaſy, had ſo remarkable a Crifis been en- 
tirely neglected by me. I commit it with all 
Humility to the Bleſſing of GOD, and the Prayers 
of my Chriſtian Friends, eſpecially of thoſe reſis 
dent in the City, for whoſe Benefit it wat pecu- 
liarly intended, | * 


Northampton, March 12. ny? | 
170-80. P. DopprINGE, 
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The Guilt and Doom of 
 CAPERNAUM. 


— — —— — — — 


Mar. xi. 23, 24. 


And thou Capernaum, which art exalt- 
ed unto Heaven, ſhalt be brought 
down to Hell: for if the mighty 

Works which have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sodom, it would 
 bave remained until this Day: But 
Lay unto you, that it ſhall be more 
tolerable for the Land of Sodom in 
the Day of Judgment, than for thee. 


0 any of you, Sirs, aſk who it 
eis, that ſpeaks in this awful, in 
be this majeſtick Language? who 
it is, that menaces a City of 
8 Vrael with Judgments more tre- 
mendous than thoſe of Sodom? You may on a 
little Reflection anſwer yourſelves, It is @ Pro- 


Phot 


14 De Guili and Doom 


pbet mighty in Ward and in Deed (a), the great- 
eſt, beyond all Compariſon the greateſt, of all 
the Prophets, even the So or Gop, whoſe 
peculiar Prerogative it was 7s take the Boot of 
the Divine Decrees, and to open its Seals (b), 
It was he, to whom Authority was given to 
pronounce and # execute Fudgment (e); from 
whom Sodom and Capernaum were to receive 
their final Dom, and from whom we alſo 
are to expect ours. Let us hear him, as their 
Judge, and as our own: And oh that this 
tremendous Meſſage may awaken us, to im- 
plore his Favour; may awaken as many of us 
as are in Danger of the Wrath to come, to flee 
to him that we may be delivered from it (d), 
before rhe Mord be gone forth in Rey 
ese (e), before the Sentence be ſealed! 
Vo can none of you imagine the Sobject I 
am now, propoſing to your Meditations, unſuit- 
able to the Age in which we live, unſuitable to 
the Circumſtances of our native Country in ge- 
-neral, ot di the Place in which I now ſtand : 
But you may perhaps be more fully aware of the 
Suitableneſs of i it, before I come to the Cloſe of 
my Diſcourſe. | 
Ip a very attentive Enquiry has not deceived me, 
theſe Words were ſpoken by our Lord, towards 
the Cloſe of the ſecond Year of bis Miniſtry, that 
is; between the ſecond and Zhird'of the Paſſover; 
which occurred: during the Courſe of it; a little 
1 * fot o_ ach We for = 
| ent 


85 Luke xxiv. b Rev. v. 0 ohn 
v. ® F BO . i. * ) (e) — 85 of 1 


"of -CxrpxnauM 15 
ſent out the Twelve to prepare his way. 
very conſiderable Part of his Time before this 
Period had been ſpent in Galilee, and eſpecially 
in thoſe Parts of it which were near to the Sea 
of Tiberias. On this Occafion Chorazin and 
Bethſaida had been frequently bleſſed with his 
Preſence; but Capernaum had been 'diſtinguiſh- 
ed from all the reſt by this ineſtimable Privi- 

lege, as you will afterwards hear. It is no 
wonder therefore, that he thought proper to 
upbraid all theſe Cities for their continued Un- 
belief and Impenitency; and that Capernaum 
which had been fo diſtinguiſhed" by the Fa- 
vours he had conferred upon it, ſhould be 
threatned with diſtinguiſhed Calamity and 
Ruin. He began to upbraid the Cities in which 
moſt of his mighty Works were done,” becauſe they 
repented not (f): Woe unto thee, Chorazin, Woe 
unto thee, Bethſaida ; for if the migbty Works 
which were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
Sackchth and Aſhes: But I ſay unto jou, I 
ſhall be more tolerable: for Tyre and Sidon at the 
Day of Judgment, than for you. This was 
ſaying much; but as the Privileges of Caper- 
naum had been ' ſtill greater, 1% Boom is yet 
more awful: And thou Capernaum, which" arf 
exalted unto Heaven, ſhalt be brought down” 1 
Hell; for if the mighty Works "which have been 
done in thee,” had been done in Sodom,” it woull 
bave'remained until this Day: Bus I ſay unto 
Jou, 


1 (f) Ver. 20, 21, 22. 
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you, that it frall be more tolerable for the Land of 
Sodom in the Day of Judgment, than for thee. 
In which Words: ** de proper | For us to 


1 Tur Privileges. Capernaum had . 
and the r rae: made in 
its Favour, + 
II. Irs 0 Abuſe 3 "theſe. diſtin- 
ed Favours of Providence and of Grace. 

III. Tax dreadful Doom which it righte- 
ouſly incurred by that Abuſe. And after the 
Survey of theſe Particulars, we ſhall 
-ConciLupe with a few n of pln 1 
ſerious W e _— 


As. hes of Britding and Inhabitants 


66 London, judge I pray you this Day between 
Cnkisr and ( z and ſay, whether 
there was any unjuſt Severity in the Sentence 
he paſſed upon it. Hear attentively, and judge 
194 * but take | heed, leſt while you 
3 42 you ae * us 
| conſider, — | 


1. Tus Privileges Caperneun had enjoyed, 
and the wa A which had. been made in 


its Favour. _ 
82 would obſerve, It had been di- 


Nin iſhed by Temporal Advan —but much 
e, by 11 ä and Opportunities, 
f 1. Ir 


„ <A; 


| 7 * Sap 17 


1. 1 had Ws Ane by the Tem-- 
poral Advantages of a rich and Wa 
ing Ciiy. | 


suck we are told it was; and in this Senſe 
it was exalted unto Heaven; a Phrafe, by 
which the Greatneſs of Nebuchadnezzar 8 King- 
dom is deſcribed (g). 

Tux Land of Vael in general, was a rich 
and pleaſant Land, which the All-ſuryeying 
Eye of Gop had ſpied out (b), as he himſelf 

expreſſes it, for bis favourite People: And this 
elegant City lay upon the Confines of Zebulon, 
and of Napbtali; concerning the former of 

hich Tribes it was foretold, that it ſhould 
ſuck of the Abundance of the Sea, and of Trea- 
fures hid in the Sand (i); and concerning the 
latter, that it ſhould: be ſatisfied with Favour, 
and full with the Bleſſing of the Lord (k) ; poſſeſſing 
by this Situation the Weſt and the South, though 
it lay towards the North-Eaſt Part of, the 
Land: A Prophecy remarkably verified by 
thoſe Advantages, which Jordan and the Sea of 
Gaklee gave it, for maintaining a Commerce 
with thoſe Parts. It lay alſo in the near Neigh- 
bourhood of Aſber, of whom it was predicted, 
that his Bread ſbould be fat, that be fould » eld. 
"a Dainties 005 and 3 bis Kart in Oil (a). 
155 Ard 
(s) Dan. iv. 22. 0 Ezek. xx. 6. * (i) Deut. 
xxxXIii. 19. (k) Deut. xxxiii. 23. 0. Gen. * 20. 
Im) Deut. xxxiii. 24 
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AND what is particularly worthy of our pre- 
fent Notice, Capernaum was ſituated in the 
Land of Genneſareth, one of the moſt delicious 
Spots of Ground in the whole Jewiſh Terri- 
tories. Foſephus has given us a very particular 
Deſcription of it, which ſhews how properly 
that Tract of Land had the Name of Genneſa- 
reth, which may well ſignify the Garden of a 
Prince, (according to the Import of Gen Sar, 
from whence it ſeems to be derived:) For he 
tells us *, © That it was plentifully watered by 
« x moſt delicious Spring, that went by the 
Name of Capernaum, and every Thing 
e flouriſhed about it: The Air ſeemed, not 
« only to nouriſh, but to preſerve the Fruits 
* produced there, ſo that there were Figs and 
«© Grapes for Ten Months in the Year, and o- 
& ther kind of Fruits all the Year round; and 
« by a very peculiar Felicity, Nuts, Palms, and 
« Figs, and Olives, though they required ge- 
«© nerally a very different Situation, all abound- 
« ed there in great Plenty.”. 

To this we may add, that it had alſo ſome 

rticular Advantages for Commerce, being 
fituated (acccording to the moſt accurate Geo- 
graphers,) near that Mouth of For dan, by which 
it emptied itſelf into the Sea of Galilee; the 


City of Capernaum lying on its Weſtern Shore, 


as Chorazn its oppoſite Neighbour did on its 

Eaſtern. In Conſequence of this, it would lie 

r in the Way of thoſe, who came from 

| - Damaſcus, 
* Foſeph. de Bell, Jud. lh, lik,” cap. 10. H. 8. 
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Damaſcus, and Cæſarea Phi lippi, to 7 eruſalem 
and the Southern Parts of the Country; or of 
thoſe that went from thence, to thoſe very cele- 
brated Cities, and others in their much fre- 
quented Neighbourhood. : 

IT is therefore no Wonder, if. with all theſ 
Advantages it became a very flouriſhing Place ; 
no Wonder, if its Buildings were magnificent, 
its Iahabitants rich, its Gardens delicious, and 
its Manners polite; no Wonder, if they that 
dwelt in Capernaum thought, the Lines were 
fallen to them in pleaſant Places (n). They had 
ſpecial Reaſon to do ſo, it we conſider, | 


2. How much more Sg As rt 


1 by Spiritual Fier 


Ir bad, we find, its Synagogues for publick 
Worſhip; but, what was its peculiar. Glory, 
it had fe to preach in them, and to con- 
firm his Doctrine by wonderful Warks. There 
is hardly a Place in the whole Land, except it 
be Feruſalem, of which we read ſo much in the 
Account which the Evangeliſts have given us 
of our Saviour's Life. He went down to Caper- 
naum, with his Mother and Brethren. and Diſ- 
ciples (o), and c tinued there. a, while, in the 
very opening 75 his Miniſtr) A "after he had 
turned the Water into Wine at the neighbour- 
ing Town of Cana in Galilee. © It is not impro- 
bable, he took it in his Way from Fudea to 
Nazareth, when he was returning from. his 

| C281 * firſt 


(n) Pal, xvi. 6. (o) John li. 12. 
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u Paſſover; and we are exprefdy told, tha 


* 


leaving Nazareth, when fo baſe and ungrateful 
an Attetnpt was made upon his Life there, be 
came and dwelt in Capernaum (p). And though 


he left that Place quickly after, (when impor- 
tuned to ſlay,) that he might purſoe his Buſi- 


neſs in other Parts of Galike (q); yet when 
that Circuit was done, he returned thither a- 
gain (t), continuing there as it ſeems till his 
{nd Paſſover, We find him in that Neigh- 
bouthood again, preſently after hat Poſſ- 
over (s); and ſuch was his Love to it, that not- 
withſtanding the Impenitence he here laments, 
he afterwards viſited it again and agaip (t). 

* DvRiNG theſe repeated Sojournings amongſt 
them, we may afſure ourſelves, that he gave 
them the moſt excellent Inſtructions, preaching 
Repentance, as the Kingdom of Heaven was ap- 


proaching (u). We know, that be ſpake as never 


F*% 


Man pate (w); and here no doùbt, as every 
Where elſe, "bis Wards were as awful, as the 

were gracious and endearing, We likewi 

know, that his Inſtructions were every where 
Illuſtrated by the commanding Force F a moſt 
amiable, and in Him a moſt perfect Example. 
And to all this, to the Difeourſes he deli- 
vered, and the conſummate Pattern which he 
pare of univerſal Goodneſs, Was added the 
Waght f e el utoiiog e 


; (p) Mar iv 13. ) Mark i. 3,39. 


90 ark ii. 1. (s) Luke vii. 1. (t) Luke viii. 41. 
Mark vi. 1. John vi. 59. (u) Mat. iv. 17. 
- {w) John vii. 46. | 
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with Reference to which it ſeems, that no other 
Place was equally diſtinguiſhed. | 
True wonderful Works which CHRIST had 
done at Capernaum, are ſpoken of by "himſelf, 
as known to all the | Inhabitants of Nazareth, 
who were therefore ready to fay, Whatſoever 
We have heard done in Cupernaum, db alſo here 
in thine (wh Country (x): And many more 
with done after that, At Caper maim he healed 
the Nobleman's Son (y), while he was himfelf 
at a Diſtance in Cana: At Capermum he caft 
out A Devil (2) in the publick Sy nagogue on 
a Sabbath-Day : At Genn he cured Peter's 
Wife's Mother (a) of a Fever: At 
they brought to him a?! that were difeaſed, and 
them thut + were poſſeſſed with Devils (b); yea; 
all that had any Sick with divers Diſedſes brought 
them unto bim; and be laid his Hinds on every 
one o, them, and healed them (e): At Caper- 
naum it was, that the Power of the Lord was 
preſent to heal great Numbers, before the Phuri- 
fees and Doctors of the Law, wb were come this 
ther out of every Town of Galilee and Fudea (d) to 
a Place which was become fo illuſtrious: And it 
was here, and in the midſt of this Afſetnbly,that 
he cured the Parahtick (e), who was let down 
by. Cords into the Place, to which they could 
get no other Acceſs but from the Top of the 
Houſe : It was here alſo at Capernaum, that he 
cured 


(x) Luke iv. 2 (y) John iv. * & ſeg. 
45 Mark i. 244 (a) Jon 30, 31. Me. Mark 
(e) Luke iv. 40. (d) . V, 17, 
100 1 * v. 18.—26. Li 
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cured the Centurion's Servant (f), before he 
came under the Roof where he was: And in 
another Viſit, ſome Time after theſe Words in 
the Text were ſpoken, it was here that he cured 
the Woman by the Touch of his Garment, and 
raiſed the Daughter of Fairus to Life (g). 

Tn is is a brief and imperfect View of the 
Advantages Capernaum enjoyed : How juſtly 
therefore with reſpe& to theſe might it be ſaid, 
it was exalted unto Heaven? How reaſonably 
might j it have been expected then, that Caper- 
zaum, thus divinely taught, thus miraculouſly 
relieved, ſhould have been remarkable for its 
diligent Attention to the Doctrines of our Lord, 
and its ready Obedience to his Goſpel ?. But 
alas, we cannot forget the Connection in which 
theſe Advantages have been ſurveyed ; and it 
muſt be the Buſineſs of our next General, to 
ons, | 


14 Tux Abuſe of theſe Privileges; for 
wretchedly abuſed they were, _ 

Ir is expreſsly ſaid here, that they repented 
not (h): Which implies, — that many Sins 
were to be found among them; and that 
they would not be reformed under all the Endea· 
vours which the 80 or Gop himſelf thought 
proper to uſe fs that Purpoſe. 


Ir! is certain, that many Sins were to 
* found among them. 
ne Tuzy 


(0 Luke vii. Nea 60 4 Luke viii. 41, & ſeq: 
ch) Mat. xi. 20. 
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Trey could not otherwiſe have ſtood in 
ſuch Need of Repentance, as to have been ob- 
noxious to ſo dreadful a Sentence for their Im- 
3 Guilty they undoubtedly were of 
many Evils, but we cannot certainly pronounce 
as to the Particulars : Probably they were ſuch 
as are commonly to be found in opulent and 
elegant Cities, where the Materials of Luxury 
abound, and Temptations to it are multiplied, 
| We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that Frreligion 
led on the Train here, as it does. where-ever 
Tniquity abounds. Perhaps the Worſhip of Gop, 
might be neglected, and that Neglect lay at 
the Door of every other Evil and Enormity. 
The Synagogues might be unfrequented, eſpe- 
cially by the Rich and the Great; unleſs when 
Curiofity drew them thither, on the ſame Prin- 
ciples as thoſe on which it might have drawn 
them to a Theatre: And tho' the Terrors of 
the Law that hung over their Heads, might 
prevent that Breach of the Sabbath, which it 
pronounced a capital Offence, yet it is highly 
probable, that it might be a Day of Idlenefs 
and Diverſion, and in no other View might be 
called a Delight (i); fo that being perverted 
from its original Purpoſe, it turned into an Oc- 
caſion of Miſchief, rather than of Benefit, and 
left them more ſenſual and vicious than it found 
them. | 
Praveays amidſt their many Merchants the 
Balances of Deceit might be in their Hands (k) ; 
the * of diſhoneſt Gain might be practiſed, till 
every 
(i) Iſa. lviii. 1232. (K) Hof. xii. 7. 
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every Senſe of their Infamy was loſt, amidſt the 
Numbers by which they were countenaneed ; 
till their Palaces were cemented by the Tears 
of oppreſſed Widows and Orphans, the Stone 
crying out of the Wall, and the Beam from the 
Timber anſwering it (1). . 
Monk certainly ſtill may we reckon upon it, 
that the fatal Arts of Luxury reigned in Caper- 
naum : Oſtentatious Ornaments of Dreſs and 
Furniture, exquiſite Food, rich Wines, and not 
improbably, Concerts of Muſick and other The- 
atrical Entertainments, (which we know Herod 
introduced into ſome of their Cities,) drawing 
theWorld after them, and employing the Great, 
when their Minds ſhould have been occupied 
about the Affairs of the Publick ; perhaps too 
intoxicating thoſe in common Life, and leading 
them to forget the Cares and interrupt the 
Labours, upon which their own Subſiſtence and 
that of their Families depended, and ſo bring- 
ing upon their Families a Ruin that would not 
have ſo much as the Conſolation of bei 
Pitied; at, once exhauſting the Subſtance, 
corrupting the Taſte of the riſing Genera- 
tion. Wretched Offspring of cruelly-indulgent 
Parents! who inſtead of being trained up in the 
Fear of the Lord, in the Methods of a wile, 
virtuous, and pions Education, might have their 
Minds broken by Effeminacy, and a thouſand 
artificial Wants created, when pefhaps there 
might hardly be enough left from the Ravages 
of Luxury, to ſupply the Neceflities of Nar 


(1) Hab. ii. 11. 
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ture. They would no doubt grow up exorbi- 
tant, petulant, and audacious; 3 of every 
Art but that of corrupting and injuring others, 

pf every Science but that of deriding the little 
Remainder of Religion and Virtue; that might 
be found in the midſt of ſo general a Wreck, 
Alas, what an Inheritance laid up for them! 
the Offences of Capernaum were, 


2. TaAT they would mo reform under 
All the Efforts which Cuntsr uſed wich 
them for that Purpoſe. © 


Y 
; 
| 


them. Perhaps — 
were thoſe, who would not condeſcend to grue 
him the bearing ; They thought themſelves wiſe 
and polite in ſooking with Contempt upon Zhe 
Man , Nazereth, and would not give them- 
ſelves the Trouble of b into what 
ſeemed to them ſo incredible a ale, as that 
of his Miracles; or if the Evidenceforced- itſelf 
upon their Minds, had laid down certain @- 
vourite N to 1 and 1 Ag 
reject every Thing inconfiſtent with. + 3 
eee they might make to 
do it: Nay, it ſeems manifeſt; that dere that 
_ _ Dlaſphemous Suggeſtion was advanced, * | 
N D Nen ge 


(m) Prov, xxv, 12, f 
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caſt out Devils by the Prince of the Devils (n). 
There might be others more decent, who yet 
heard in vain : If they wondered at the gra- 
cious Words which proceeded out of his Mouth (o), 
| thoſe Words were to them but as the lovely 
Song of one that hath a pleaſant Voire, and can 
play well on an Inſtrument (p); they heard them, 
but they world not do them: Or if any Im- 
preſſions were made, they quickly wore them 
off again, and were inchanted back into the 
fame Circle of Pleaſure or Buſineſs. So that 
on the whole, they rejected his Goſpel which 
was ſo well calculated to reform them, and 
grew more hopeleſs under it than ever, 7 he 
bad not come and ſpoben unto them, they would 
in compariſon have had no Sin; but now they 
bad no Clobe for their Sin (q): And the Inter- 
pretation, that he himſelf with all his unequal- 
led Candour was obliged to paſs upon their 
Conduct, with whatever Indignation they might 
reject the Charge, was this, that they had both 
ſeen, and hated, both bim and bis Father (r). 
What could be expected then from ſuch ag- 
"ONE and et #5 ny Wickedneſs, but 


III. Tak Doom pronounced upon them; 
that dreadful Doom, which we are next to 
conſider, that having been exalted unto Heaven, 
they ' ſhould be brought down to Hell; and it 
full be more tolerable for the Land of Sodom 


in N TR. of Judgment, than * lem. 
vou 


Mw Mat. xii. 24. (o) Luke iv. 22. 10 E Ezck. XXXllt, 
(q) John xv. 22. (r) John xv, 24. 
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You will eaſily obſerve a rows: and beau- 
tiful Oppoſition in the former Clauſe, of the 
Sentence; and both that, and the latter, may 
expreſs——their Ti emporal Ruin, but much more 
certainly their future Condemnation. by 


1. IT may perhaps expreſs their Temporal 

We know, that this is ſometimes ſignified 
by this Expreſſion, being brought down, 10 Hell. 
The Deſtruction of Babylon is foretold by: Jaiab 
by this very Phraſe, to. ſhew how the Oppreſſor 
ſhould ceaſe, and the golden City ceaſe : Th haſt 
ſaid in thine Heart, I will aſcend into Heaven; 
I will exalt my T. brone above the Stars of GOD: 
Yet thou ſhalt be brought -down to Hell (s); that 
is, Thou ſhalt be Aa 6 deſtroyed, and ,buried 
in thy own Ruins. And ſuch, we know, was 
the Doom of Capernaum. Many of the Vices, 
which we have naturally enough ſuppoſed 
to have abounded in it, would in their own. 
Conſequences have led it on to certain, tho 
to ſlower Ruin: But Gop, as is frequently 
his Method, interpoſed to execute this fair, yet 
abandon' d Criminal, before ſhe b of her 
own Debaucheries. l 

I po not remember, that we read any Thing 
particular concerning the Circumſtances of the 
Ruin of Capernaum: But as all the Country 
about the Galilean Sea was over-run by the Ro- 

man Army in the War that quickly happened, it 
. A 


(s) Iſa. xiv. 4; 13, . 
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undonbtedly ſhared the Fate of its Neighbours, 
of whoſe: terrible Deſtruction Foſephus gives a 
moſt; affecting Deſcription in the third and 
fourth Boots of the Jewiſh War. It was then 
plunder d of its Wealth, and in all Probability 
its Streets and Palaces were filled with the dead 
Bodies of its ſlaughteted Inhabitants; as the 
Hiſtorian ſays expreſsly, that the Lake on 
e which the City ſtood, after a terrible Sea- 
„ Fight there, was covered with the floating 
1 Corp ſes of the Slain, which almoſt poiſone 
* all the Country round by the inſufftrable 
* $ten6h they emitted, while they remain'd un- 
*« .buticd *.” The Country being thus ſubdu- 
ed and trodden down by the Gentiles, who be- 
eam its abſolute Lotds, Capernaum muſt ind | 
ſoon loſt all its Glory; ſo ſoon indeed, that 
many of the young People, who had been pre- 
ſent while Cnxisr preached in their Sy na- 
and wrought Miracles among them, 
muſt in a Courſe of Nature have lived to ſhare 
the Deſolation. Thus the Sword of the Enemy 
entered into thoſe Hearts, which had been im- 
penetrable to that . eded Sword (t) that went 
dur of the Mouth of the Son of Gop. And 
ſo entire was the Ruin of the Place, that, as we 
learn from Ferom +, in his Time, which was 
le than 400 Years after Chriſt, © All that re- 
% main d of the Magnificence and Gloty of 
A aum, was fix of ſeven poor Fiſhermen's 
2 * Contages 7 and modern Traveller can 2 


9 5. de Bell, ad. Ii. i. c 
7 1 i. 10. 7 + De K. 1 4 
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find a Trace of it ; So literally is it grown, like 
the much more celebrated City of Tyre; like the 
Top of a Rock, a Place to ſpread Mets upon (u). 
Such is the antient Tyre ; ſuch, after alt all the 
Privileges it enjoyed, Capernaum now is; and 
ſuch the proudeſt City upon Earth ſhall be, if 
Gop but mark it out for the like Rain. But 2 
more than this, theſe awful words of our bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer did 8 expreſs, n 


2. Turin Future and final” Condemna-. ö 
| Hon. 


T ſhall be * te nf 
Sodom in the Day of Judgment, in the great 
Day of final Retribution, than for 'thee. 'You 
ſee, the Day of Judgment is introduced, tbar 
great and terrible Day of the Lord. And it is 
very neceſſary, that the Memory of it ſhould 
be kept up in the World, that Men rowing the | 
Terror of the Lord may, if poſſible, beawaken'd 
and perſuaded (x), Our bleſſed Redeemer him- 
ſelf, who was anonted to proclaim the 


le 
Near. of the Lord, conſidet d it alſo as a Part 


of his Commiſſion to declare the Day Ven- 
geance of our GOD (y): And nothing is fo 
awful as the Language in which he deſcribes 
it. But we are here to obſerve, it is implied, 

chat Sodom and Gomorrah ſhould have'a Part 
in it, —but that their Part ſhould be 7 N 


enen 


7 


u) Ezek. xxvi. 1 x 788 v. 11. 
00 * Ix, 1, 2. * | + , WY aq ya 
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IT is implied, © that Sodom and Gomor- 
* rab ſhould have a Part in the Day of Judg- 
«© ment.“ Lou well know, that Gop exe- 
cuted his Vengeance upon them in the moſt 
tremendous Manner, for thoſe deteſtable Crimes, 
which have render'd the Name of Sodom ſo "A 
famous to theſe very diſtant Ages: And the 
_ Hiſtory of their Ruin is fo circumſtantially 
deſcribed, that it is evident, Gop intended it 

ſhould never be forgot. Let me call you all, 
let me call eſpecially the impenitent Sinners 
that hear me this Day, to pauſe for a few Mo- 
ments on the Caſe of theſe wretched Men. 
When the riſing Sun in all its Beauty and Glory 
was on a ſudden obſcured to them, fatally and 
for ever obſcured, by that Storm of Wrath; 
when the awful Moment came, in which Gow 
had determined to rain upon them Snares, Fire, 
and Brimſtone, and 4 horrible Tempeſt (z); 
Snares indeed, that 700k, them, where ever they 
might attempt to fly: Endeavour to conceive 
as you can, tho you can but imperfectly 
conceive, what muſt be the Conſternation 
of theſe, Wretches, that felt the Earth reeling 
under them, and ſaw at the ſame Time the 
Heavens thundering upon them, and pouring 
a vaſt Shower of burning Brimſtone inſtead 
of Rain, firing their Habitations, and torturing 
with far more than the Agonies of common 
Flame the Bodies they had ſo delicately pam- 
per d, ſo infamouſly abuſed. For a few Mi- 
nutes 

(2) Plal. xi. 6. 
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nutes they remained, either ſtupid and dumb 
with Amazement, or ſhrieking out in Torment 
and Deſpair, and blaſpheming the GOD of Hea- 
ven becauſe of tbeir Pain (a); (the molt lively 
Image of Hell, that Earth ever ſaw, or ſhall 
ſee ;) till down they ſunk into the opening 
Ground, the City and its Inhabitants vaniſhed 
in a Moment, and nothing remained of their 
Country, which juſt before was /zke the Garden 
of the Lord (b), but a ſmoking ſulphurous 

* Lake: For ſo it is expreſsly ſaid, that Abrabam 
beheld, and lo, its Smoke went up as the Smoke of 
a Furnace (eo). Thus they became @ Sign and 
a Proverb ; for when Gop would ' deſcribe 
the moſt entire Deſtruction. that can be con- 
ceived, it is by this Emblem, as he mas or- 
threw! Sidom and Gomorrab s. 
THrEt1R Memorial is now periſhed ; amt 
it be that Memorial which is preſerved of them 
in the Book of Gop, where they are marked 
out in ſo dreadful a Manner: And yet, all 
their Puniſhment is not over. Our Lord tells 
us, that in the Day of Fudgment they ſhall be ; 
remember'd and viſited : And we may aſſure | 
ourſelves, that their Doom then ſhall be more 
17 terrible, than that which they ſuffered from the 
fulphurous Rain, the Earthquake, and the Pit, 
into which many of them no doubt went down 
alive. Mr on their OED -and n Terror 
then 


(a) Rev. xvi. 11. (b) Gen. xiii. 10. (o Gen. ix. 28. 
Compare Deut. xxix. 23. XxXill. 32. Ia, i, 7,-10, 
ii. 9. xiii. 19. Jer. xxiii, 14. xlix. 18. Lam. iv. 6, 
Amos iv. 11, -Zeph, ii. 9. Mat, x. 15. and Rev, xi. g. 
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then was, it ſhall in the great Day be far ex- 
ceeded: For, we can never - that - 
Gop would bring them into Final Judement, 
to puniſh them 4% in that tremendous Solem- 
nity, than they had formerly been puniſhed ; 
and we-may be confident, that. to depart ac- 
into Everlaſting Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels (d), to be caſt into that 
Lake which burns for ever with Fire aud Brim- 
flone (e), muſt. be infinitely more terrible than 
the momentary Pam, under. the Anguiſh of 
which they would ſoon have expired, and from 
which Suffocation would probably much ſooner 
deliver them. 
Bur is this the Sentence of Soda and Go- 


morrab only? and ſhall this dreadful Climate, 


be inhabited only by them? Nay, but it is the 
Doom of Capernaum too; and what is moſt 
terrible of all, it is expreſsly 1aid, I fball te 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the 


Day F Judgment, than for Capernaum. And 
thus, PLAA - n |, | 7 


IT is implied, that their Part ſhall be {5 
**. dreadful in the Day of judgment, than that 
. of the People of Caperneum.” And it is 
reaſonable, that it ſhould be ſo. - Sodom and Go- 
morrab were righteouſly condemned: They a- 
buſed the Light of Nature, which ſtrongly 


_ witneſſed againſt Wickedneſs monſtrous: like 
theirs: They rejected the Preaching of Lor, by 
whom they might have Jearnt the Knowledge of 


the 
(d) Mat. xxv, 1. (ee) Rev, xxi. 8, | 
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the true -Gop, and the Way to ſerve him 
with Acceptance. But 3 they violated 
the Dictates of Reaſon, though they abuſed the 
Bounties of Providence, though they deſpiſed 
the Preaching of Lot; yet they heard not the 
Goſpel of the Son of Gop. A much greater 
than Lot, was in the midſt of thee, O Caper- 
naum ! Juſtly therefore are thy Children, who 
would not receive his Doctrine, who would not 
obey his Charge, who would not regard. his 
Miracles, doomed to a ſeverer Vengeance, to a 
more intolerable Condemnation; ſo as to look 
with 1 upon the milder Tortures inflicted 
2 thoſe egregious Sinners againſt their own 

Gus. l , . 

Bur this is not ſaid of them only: It touches 

us nearly; and Oh that, as we are ſo often re- 
minding you of it, you may all ſeriouſly confi- 
der it! What our Lord aſſerts concerning Ca- 
pernaum, he elſewhere ſays concerning all, who 
will not receive, embrace, and obey the Goſ- 
pel : For theſe are his Words to the firſt Meſ- 
ſengers of it, Whoſoever ſhall not receive you, 
nor hear your Words; verily 1 ſay unto you, It 
ſhall be more tolerable for the Land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, than 
for that City (f); and by a Parity of Reaſon, 
for every City, for every Town, for every 
Village, for every Soul, by whom the Goſpel 
ſhall be rejected, after having been plainly and 
faithfully laid before them. Oh! hear it a- 
gain! It Hall be more tolerable for Sodom and 
1 E Gomor- 


Ff) Mat. x. 145 15. 
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*AnpD now, methinks, I am ready to in- 
terrupt my Diſcourſe, and could rather, were 
I ſure you would attend me in it, fit down, 
and cover my Face, and weep, For if theſe 
are indeed the Words of the Son of Gop, 
they are big with a terrible Tempeſt ; and it 
hangs over what we call the Chriftion World it 
hangs over this Iſland, which is in many Re- 
ſpects the Glory of it. And have we no Forebo- 
dings, where the heavieſt Part of it might juſtly 
fall? Is there no City that riſes to our Thoughts, 
| far ſuperior to Capernaum in its Wealth and Mag- 
nificence, and in ſome Reſpects more than equal 
to it in its Guilt? Oh Lo pon, Lonpox! — 
dear City of my Birth and Education. —Seat of 
ſo many of my Friends,—Scat of our Princes 
and Senators, — Centre of our Commerce, — 
Heart of our Iſland, which muſt feel and lan- 
guiſh, muſt tremble, and (I had almoſt ſaid,) 
die with thee!- How art thou /ifted up to 
Heapen! How high do thy Glories riſe; and 
bow bright do they ſhine! How great is thy 
Magnificence ! How extenſive thy Commerce! 
How numerous, how free, how happy, thy In- 
habitants! How happy aboye all, in their Reli- 
gious Opportunities! in the uncorrupted Goſ- 
pel, fo long, fo faithfully, preached in thy Sy- 
nagogues! diſplayed in ſo many peculiar Glo- 
ries, which were but beginning to dawn when 
Jesus himſelf dwelt in Capernaum, and preach- 


ed 


% CaPERNAUM. 
ed Repentance there! But while we ſurvey theſe 
Heights of Elevation, muſt we not tremble, leſt 
thou ſhouldſt fall ſo much the lower, leſt thou 
ſhouldſt plunge ſo much the deeper in Ruin? 

My Situation, Sirs, is not ſuch, as to ren- 
der me moſt capable of judging concerning 
the Moral Character of this our juſtly celebrat- 
ed Metropolis. But who can hear what ſeem 
the moſt credible Reports of it, yea, I will add, 
who can walk its Streets but for a few Days 
with any Obſervation, and not take an Alarm, 
and be ready to meditate Terror? Whoſe Spi- 
rit muſt not (like that of Paul at Athens) be 
Hirred (g), when he ſees the City, fo abandon- 
ed to Prophaneneſs, Luxury, and Vanity? Is 
it indeed falſe, all that we hear? Is it indeed ac- 
cidental, all that we ſee? Is Loxpon wrong- 
ed, when it is ſaid, ——That great Licentiouſ- 
neſs reigns among moſt of its Inhabitants, and 
great Indolence and Indifference to Religion even 
among thoſe that are not Licentious? — That 
Aſſemblies for Divine Worſhip are much neg- 
lected, or frequented with little Appearance of 
Seriouſneſs or Solemnity; while Aſemblies for 
Pleaſure are thronged, and attended with ſuch 
an Eagerneſs, that all the Heart, and Soul, 
ſeems to be given to them, © rather than to 
Gop :—That moſt. of its Families are Prayer- 
leſs, wanting Time it ſeems, - or rather wanting 
Heart, for theſe Social Devotions; while many 
Hours of every Day can be given to Recrea- 
tions and Amuſements at Home, if by any Ac- 
Pw. > > 
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cident it is impraQticable to ſeek them Abroad: 
hat the Sabbath, inſtead of being religi- 
oufly obſerved, is given to Jaunts of Pleafure 
into neighbouring iltages, or waſted on Beds 
of Sloth, or at Tables of Exceſs: That not 
only Perfons in the higheſt Ranks of Life, but 
that the trading Part of its Citizens, affect ſuch 
4 exceffive 2 5 and Grandeur, and Deli- 
cy, the very Reverſe of that Frugality of our 
Auel 45 raifed the City to what it is ;— 
Thet Men in almoſt every Rank are ambitious 
of appeating to be ſomething more, than thoſe who 
ſtand in the next Rank above them could conve- 
niently allow themſelves to appear; and in Conſe- 
quence of this, ate graſping at Buſineſs they 
cannot manage, entering into Engagements fcr 
what they cannot anſwer, and fo, after a vain 
and contemptible Blaze, drawing Bankruptcy 
upon themſelves, and expoſing to the Danger 
of it, honeft, induſtrious Perſons, who ate won 
by that” ſaſpicious Face of Plenty which they 
pat on, to repoſe a Confidence in them, on 
that very Account fo much the leſs reaſonable 
and fafe: — That the Poorer Sort of the People 
are fo grolsly ignorant, as to know hardly — 
Thing of Religion, but the Sacred Names, which 
they Face profane ; ; fo wretchedly de- 
 Praved, as to conſume their Time and Strength 
in reaching at thoſe low and pernicious Luxu- 
ries which they few 14: ee and ſo a- 
bandoned, as to ſink unchaſtized into the moſt 
brutal Senſoalities and Impurities: White thoſe 
Who would exert any remarkable Zeal to re- 
| medy 
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medy theſe Evils,' by introducing à deep and 
warm Senſe of Religion into he Minds of o- 
thers, are ſuſpected and cenfured as Whimſical 
and Enthuflaftical, if not deſigning Men: — In 
a word, Tharthe Religion of 'our Divine Ma- 
ſter is by Moultitudes of the Oreat and the Vul- 
gar openly renounced * and blaſphemed z and 
y others but coldly defended, as if it were 
e a Matter of mere Indifference, which 
en might without any great Danger of Miſ- 
chief rejeQat their Pleaſute; yea, as if it were 
a Matter of great Doubt and Uncertainty, 


Whether Men's Seuls were Immortal, or . whe- 


ther they were extinguiſhed with ſo empty and 
inſignificant a Life. ' Men and Brethren, are 
theſe Things indeed ſo? I take not upon me to 
anſwer abſolutely, that they are; but I will 
venture to ſay; that if they are indeed thus, 
Lox Don, as rich, and grand, and glorious as 
it is, has Regen to tremble, and to tremble ſo 
much the more for its abuſed Riches, Gran- 
deur, and Glory, | 

THERE is indeed, as has often and juſtly 
been obſerved, one Token for Good amongſt 


theſe Symptoms of Danger; I mean, a Va- ; 


riety of Charitable Foundations and Inftitutions' 
amongſt you, ſo far as I know, unequalled 
through the whole World ; as well as a Free- 
dom from Perſecution and O ppreſſion, thoſe 
deteſtable Evils, which wherever they ate to 
be found, cry ſo loud for Vengeance, and for 
which it is expreſsly faid, - that Babylon, Nine. 
veh, and Jeruſalem were deſtroyed. There 
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38 The Guilt and Doom 
are alſo; bleſſed be Gop, nat a few Inhabitants of 
this City, who reverence Gop; who believe, 
and obey, and adorn bis Goſpel; who dare, in 
the midſt of ſo many contrary Examples, to 
ſtand up for the Honour of Chri/ftianity with 
Reſolution and Zeal ; and who are ſolicitous to 
infuſe a deep Senſe of its Excellency and Im- 
portance, into the Minds of their ing O 
Jpring, and of others whom Providence has 
placed under their Care and Influence: Theſe 
of whatever Denomination, ' and with what- 
ever Modeſty and Silence their Defigns are con- 
ducted, are the Salt of the Earth (h), that hinder 
the Corruption from becoming univerſal: They 
are the Guardians of the City in which they 
dwell,” and and in that Breach, at which 
Judgment would otherwiſe pour in like a Tor- 
rent. Let ſuch be eſtabliſhed, encouraged, and 
quickened, by Repreſentations like thoſe I have 4 
now been making. The Eyes of the Lord are 
upon "them, eſpecially at a Criſis like this; and 
bis Ears will be open to their Cry (i). Let them 
be exhorted, to exert themſelves with a growing 
Zeal for a General Reformation, ſo far as their 
Influence may extend. Let them by their Ex- 
amples go on to plead this important Cauſe; 
and let every Art and Labour of pious Educa- 
tion be attended to, that the Minds of Muth 
may be reſcued from the growing Contagion, 
and ſtored with thoſe Seeds of Virtue and Piety, 
which may make the next Generation much hap- 
pier than the preſent: And to theſe Labours of 
(h) Mat. v. 31. (i) Pfal, xxxiv. 15. 
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Love let ſuch join their fervent Prayers, which 
have already, I doubt not, been in ſomeCaſes effi- 
cacious, and which, in Proportion as they grow 
more frequent and importunate, may be yet 
more ſo, All that love Zion, will ſay Amen 
to them; and may the Lord our Gop ſay ſo too ! 
To the reſt who ſwim with the Stream, who 
follow the Multitude, and who argue themſelves 
into Security, either from Epicurean Principles, 
or from not having, yet felt thoſe. Scourges of 
God, under which ſo many other Cities and 
Nations have fallen; to thoſe who diſregard 
Providence, as well as neglect and deſpiſe the Goſ- 
pel;—1 ſhall only at preſent addreſs that awful 
Oracle of Gop by Zephaniab (k), which ought 
to haye its Weight wherever Circumſtances re- 
ſemble what are there ſuppoſed : It ſhall. come 


to paſs,' ſaith the Lord, that I will ſearch Feru- 


ſalem with Candles, amd pu niſh tbe Men that are 
ſettled on their Lees, that ſay in their Heart, The 
Lord will not do Good, neither will he do Evil : 
Therefore their Goods ſhall become a Booty, and 
their Houſes a Deſolation. So it may really be, 
peaceful as the preſent Appearances are. 'Gop 
can raiſe up Enemies, where we leaſt expect 
them ; nor does he need the Weapons of War 
to chaſtiſe, or its Engines to overthrow a guilty 
City. But however its impenitent Inhalätants 
may eſcape ſuch Temporal Judgments, concern- 
ing the Probability of which we can but very 
uncertainly denonuee; I will take up the Pa- 
rable, and ſay in the ſublimeſt Senſe, the fol- 
lowing Words can admit, and in ſuch a Light 
| as 


(k) Zeph, i. 12,18, 
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EE as the awful Denunciation of my Text throws 
| upon them, The great Day of the Lord is near, 
| it is near and bafteth then þ even the Voice of 
"the Dayof the Lord; which hall be uſhered in 
by the Voice of the Archangel, and with the 
Trump of God; when the * as well as 
the Earth ſhall be ſhaken, and paſs away 
with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat; the Day, in which the 
mighty Man, the boldeſt and the haughtieſt 
rn 
that Day of Trouble and Diſtreſs, that Day of 
Waftencf and Deſolation, that Day of Darkneſs 
£ and Glumineſs, that Day. of Clouds and thick 
Darkneſs, which no Deſcription even of a Pro- 
phet's Pen can paint in Colours ſufficiently ter- 
| rible ; that Day of the Trumpet and Alarm, that 
ſhall bring Diſtreſs upon Men, betauſe they bave 

= forned 2 the Lord. They may truſt in their 
4 Strength, they may boaſt in their Riches ; but 
3 the fenced Cities, and the high Towers, ſhall be 
{A brought doum; neither thetr Silver nor "__ 

; Gold ſhall be able to deliver them in the Day 
the Lards Wrath, when the whole Land, * 
the whole Earth, "ſhall be devoured by the Fire of 
his Feabufy, This Alarm I leave with you; 1 
and Oh that it may operate to produce that 
great Effect, in which all our Miniſtry, if 
we underſtand our own true Intereſt and yours, 
ought-to center, even that of leading you to 
4 Hic, whoſe great Prerogative and Office, whoſe 
3 
"IA Glory and Joy, it is, t deliver from the Wrath 
ane“ Au. 12 . 38 


PF » ub: . 2 8. 


8 


